
 

 

ELECTORAL REVIEW STEERING GROUP 
24 JANUARY 2018 
3.30  - 4.20 PM 

  

 
 
 

Present: 
Councillors D Birch (Vice-Chairman), Leake and Turrell (Chairman) 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
Councillors Mrs Temperton 

 

1. Election of Chairman  

Cllr Chris Turrell was elected as Chairman. 

2. Appointment of Vice Chairman  

Cllr Dale Birch was elected Vice-Chairman 

3. Declarations of interest  

No declarations of interest were received. 

4. Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places  

The Head of Democratic and Registration Services gave some background on the 
review and it was noted that an in depth review was being completed in 2018 as 
there were no scheduled elections. A statutory review was due in 2019 however, this 
would be less detailed and will mean any new arrangements as a result of the review 
could be reviewed following the borough and parish elections in May 2019. 
 
The steering group received a presentation on the Returning Officer’s 
recommendations for each polling district. The current arrangements were reviewed 
and potential changes were proposed.  identified where further investigation was 
required. 
 
Following discussion, the following points were noted and recommendations agreed: 
 
WX, WY – Ascot 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
BA, BC, BB, WM – Binfield with Warfield 
It was noted that the electorate was anticipated to increase in the coming years due 
to housing development in the polling district area and Binfield Memorial Hall would 
not have capacity for more electors. As a result, it was suggested that two areas of 
the new development were designated as separate polling districts. It was suggested 



 

 

that the Amen corner could vote at Farley Wood polling station until such time as a 
suitable community facility was built on the site. 
 
In relation to the new housing estate on the former Blue Mountain site the steering 
group supported using Farley Wood as an additional polling station for the interim 
period until a community centre was built at the new housing estate.  It was noted 
that the facility was not expected for some years. The steering group supported that 
the polling district for the Blue Mountain development area should also include the 
Temple Park area. 
 
The steering group supported using Farley Wood as an additional polling station for 
the interim period until a community centre was built at the housing estate on the 
former Blue Mountain site which wasn’t expected for some years. It was noted that it 
must be clear to residents when changes of polling station were interim or permanent 
changes. 
 
The report had recommended the creation of a new polling district for the Woodhurst 
Park development in Warfield which was within the present WM polling district, and 
had proposed that Jocks Lane Pavilion be designated as the polling station for the 
voters in the new polling district. It was proposed that the electors in the existing WM 
polling district would continue to vote at Brownlow Memorial Hall.  The group agreed 
that Cllr Leake would investigate the Jocks Lane Pavilion polling station option with 
Warfield Parish Council and would report back at the next meeting. 

 
The steering group agreed to support using Farley wood as a polling station for 
houses on the Blue Mountain and Temple Park area. It was also agreed that Cllr 
Leake would investigate use of Jocks Lane as a polling station 
 
BE, Bullbrook 
The steering group supported proposals to make Bullbrook Community Centre a 
triple polling station including plans to employ an additional Poll Clerk to direct voters 
on arrival to the correct polling station within the building. 
 
It was noted that car parking was not identified as a particular issue at this station as 
many of the voters lived close by and attended on foot. 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make Bullbrook 
Community Centre a triple polling station. 
 
SP, Central Sandhurst 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
SO, College Town 
It was reported that representations had been made requesting an alternative polling 
station to the one currently held at College Town infant and Junior School. 
 
Officers reported that alternative polling station locations were being investigated and 
would be reported on at the next meeting. 
 
Members reported that previous attempts to use ‘The Spot’ by Sandhurst Town 
Council for a different purpose had highlighted safeguarding concerns which had 
meant the venue was not suitable and it was questioned whether voters would be 
able to gain access to the wider school site. It was confirmed that these concerns 
would be raised with the school. 
 



 

 

The steering group agreed to support the proposal to further investigate polling 
station options for the College Town Polling District. 
 
 
BF, Crown Wood 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
CN, Crowthorne 
The impact of development on the TRL site was considered although continued 
voting at Crowthorne Parish Hall was proposed for 2019 due to the limited amount of 
houses that would be built by 2019.. 
 
It was noted that the Great Hollands Pavilion would be a suitable polling station for 
the new residents on the TRL site.  However concerns were raised that the 
community of Crowthorne would prefer residents to vote within the parish and that 
was the area they identified with.  As the Great Hollands Pavilion was outside the 
parish that they did not support the proposed new polling place. 
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements and agreed to consider the polling station for this polling 
district further at the 2019 review. 
 
BH, BQ, Great Hollands North 
It was noted that representations had been received which suggested consolidating 
polling stations within the main hall at Jennett’s Park Community Centre. However 
the Returning Officer had explained that such a proposal could have created 
administrative difficulties at elections where voters from the different polling districts 
voted for different candidates. 
 
The Steering Group noted that the Returning Officer remained of the view that for as 
long as the current electoral boundaries exist then the present arrangements ensure 
the best administration of all polls. 
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes in 
respect of the polling stations at Jennett’s Park Community Centre. 
 
BJ, Great Hollands South 
It was noted that in the 2016 alternative arrangements had been trialled at Wooden 
Hill Primary School so that the school could remain open when an election was held, 
however this had proved unpopular with electors and political parties. 
 
Accordingly at subsequent elections the polling station was located in the main hall 
and that the school had closed. 
 
The Steering Group noted that when officers had investigate using Great Holland’s 
Pavilion they had found that the only direct access was a slopping unlit pedestrian 
path, and that any vehicle driver would have a round trip journey of at least 10 
minutes. 
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
BD, BK, Hanworth 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 



 

 

 
BL,BLP, WV, Harmans Water 
It was noted that positive feedback had been received from voters following changes 
to polling district and polling station arrangements made in 2014. 
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
SQ, CS, Little Sandhurst and Wellington 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
BM, BN Old Bracknell 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
SJ, Owlsmoor 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
BG, BP Priestwood and Garth 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 
 
WG, WQ, Warfield Harvest Ride 
Following questions it was reported that the over 5100 voters presently attending at  
Whitegrove Community Centre and that at national elections there had been 
experience of queues extending outside the building. 
 
It was noted that Warfield Parish Council had proposed moving some electors from 
the WG polling district to vote at Westmorland Park Pavilion rather than Whitegrove 
Community Centre.   
 
The steering group requested Officers to investigate the possibility using 
Westmorland Park Pavilion and to report back to the next meeting.  
 
BT, BW, Wildridings and Central 
It was noted that Wildridings had closed at the General Election in 2017 and several 
representations had been received which suggested looking for an alternative 
location. Having discussed options with the Headteacher, it was reported that an 
arrangement had been reached where the school could be used as a polling station 
whilst the school remains open. 
 
In relation to the polling district for the Town Centre (BT), the Keith Centre had given 
notice that it was no longer available to be used as a polling station.  Suggested 
alternative venues included the former Magistrates Court, Bracknell Town Council 
Offices, Time Square Office and Bracknell Library, Langley Hall at Bracknell Church 
on The Ring, Bracknell and Wokingham College. Officers were investigating potential 
options within the polling district and would report back at the next meeting. 
 
The steering group agreed with the proposals for polling at Wildridings Primary 
School whilst the school remained open. 
 
WN,WP, WS, WZ – Winkfield and Cranbourne 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to make no changes to the 
current arrangements. 



 

 

 
Following questions it was noted that polling stations in the Wokingham 
Parliamentary constituency were not part of this review however Wokingham Council 
were starting their own review soon. 
 
 

 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 


